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Interviewees and Participants 

District Superintendents 

Gabe Simon, Superintendent, Black Oak Mine Unified School District 

David Roth, Superintendent, Buckeye Union School District 

Matthew Barnes, Superintendent, Camino Unified School District 

Michael Kuhlman, Superintendent, El Dorado Union High School District 

Deborah Atkins, Interim Superintendent, Gold Oak Union School District 

Keri Phillips, Superintendent, Gold Trail Union School District 

Grant Coffin, Superintendent, Indian Diggins School District 

Todd Cutler, Superintendent, Lake Tahoe Unified School District 

Dave Scroggins, Superintendent, Latrobe School District 

Larry Mahoney, Superintendent, Mother Lode Union School District 

Patrick Paturel, Superintendent, Pioneer Union School District 

Eric Bonniksen, Superintendent, Placerville Union School District 

Kim Little, Superintendent, Pollock Pines School District 

Jim Shoemake, Superintendent, Rescue Union School District 

Other interviewees: 

Sarah Brothers, Director of Arts Education, Santa Cruz County Arts Council 

Ken Futernick, Trustee, El Dorado County Board of Education 

Gigi Marchini, (Retired) Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Accountability, El 
 Dorado County Office of Education 

Dr. Charles Ware, Sr. Director of Education, California Northstate University 

Deanna Santana, Director of Child, Family, and Community Services, El Dorado 
 County Office of Education 

 

 



Focus Group attendees: 

Bryce Lovell, Library Director, El Dorado County 

Amy Pooley, Executive Director, El Dorado Community Foundation 

Ben Cain, Music Teacher, Marina Middle School 

Melinda Velasco, Cofounder and Co-Managing Director of Sugar Skull Art Walk and 
Spanish Teacher, Oak Ridge High School 

Liz Dowell, Maker Spaces, Black Oak Mine School District 

Gavin Sellers-Norman, Development Coordinator, Meristem 

Tiffany Van Camp, Theatre Teacher, Rolling Hills Middle School 

Lara Sellers, Teacher, Sierra Ridge Middle School 

Renée Line, Program Coordinator, Early Learning and Family Support EDCOE 

Arts Now El Dorado County (Create EDC) participants contributed enormous insight: 

Melissa Neal, Executive Director, Ag in the Classroom 

Trish Abbott, Program Coordinator, Ag in the Classroom 

Heather Freer, English and Theatre Teacher, Union Mine High School 

Tiffany Van Camp, Theatre Teacher, Rolling Hills Middle School 

Gavin Sellers-Norman, Development Coordinator at Meristem 

Liz Dowell, Maker Spaces, Black Oak Mine School District 

Chelsey Collins, Visual Art Teacher, Union Mine High School 

Jen Tomei, Visual Art Teacher, Union Mine High School 

 



Statewide Arts Networks 

 

 

Create CA advocates for high-quality arts education for all students by providing policy 
expertise and mobilizing a statewide network of advocates and allied partners. 

 

 

 

The California County Superintendents Statewide Arts Initiative works at all levels to 
strengthen and expand arts education in CA Public Schools and increase student access 
to sequential, standards-based arts education through a full complement of services 
utilizing the statewide county office of education infrastructure. One of its key purposes is 
to build educator capacity to implement California Arts Standards and the Arts Education 
Curriculum Framework. 

 

 

Arts Now is a statewide network of arts education advocates, fostered by Create CA,  who 
participate in professional development and local arts education coalition building. Their 
goal is to increase public funding for, access to, and participation in arts education, 
regardless of zip code, race, gender, ethnicity, or socioeconomic status. 



 

California Arts Council State-Local Partners provides general operating support and 
technical assistance for county-designated local arts agencies. The purpose of the 
program is to foster cultural development on the local level through a partnership between 
the State and the counties of California. The partnership enables individuals, 
organizations, and communities to create, present, and preserve the arts of all cultures to 
enrich the quality of life for all Californians. 

 



GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ACRONYMS 

�x Artistic processes  �ó The cognitive and physical actions by which arts learning and 
making are realized. As defined by the Arts Standards these include creating; 
performing, producing, presenting; responding; connecting. 

�x Arts �ó An inclusive term that encompasses the five arts disciplines that are 
delineated in the 2019 California Arts Standards: Dance, Media Arts, Music, 
Theatre, and Visual Arts. 

�x Arts Advocacy �ó Efforts to support and promote the arts through policy, funding, 
and public awareness. 

�x Arts Education  �ó Programs and initiatives that support the teaching and learning of 
visual and performing arts in schools. 

�x Arts Integration  �ó An approach to teaching in which students receive co-equal 
instruction in which students are learning and being assessed equally in one or 
�1�:�X�ô�Ù�Í�X�e�\�Ù�î���\�è���U�+���2�ô�\�Ù�e���X�:�j�����Ù�e���ô�Ù���X�e�\�Ù�‹�e�Í�2�î�Í�X�î�\�
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more subject areas. 

�x Create CA �ó California's statewide arts education coalition. 

�x CDE �ó California Department of Education. 

�x Creative Economy �ó Economic sectors that include arts, culture, and creative 
industries. 

�x CTE �ó Career and Technical Education. CTE provides students with training in 
specific occupations and industries through a sequence of courses and learning 
experiences.  

�x Culturally Responsive  �ó Ensuring fair access, opportunities, and resources 
�X�ô���+�ô�è�e���}�ô�Ù�:���Ù�e���ô�Ù�\�è���:�:�+�
�\�Ù�è�:�1�1�j�2���e���ô�\�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù�U�:�U�j�+�Í�e���:�2�\�ß 

�x LCAP �ó �[�:�è�Í�+�Ù���:�2�e�X�:�+�Ù�Í�2�î�Ù���è�è�:�j�2�e�Í�æ���+���e�…�Ù�„�+�Í�2�ß�Ù�"�ô�\�è�X���æ�ô�\�Ù�Í�Ù�\�è���:�:�+�Ù�î���\�e�X���è�e�
�\�Ù�:�}�ô�X�Í�+�+�Ù
vision for students, annual goals, and specific actions the district will take to 
achieve the vision and goals. This is part of the LCFF. 

�x LCFF �ó Local Control Funding Formula. Current funding law from the state to five 
school boards local control. 

�x Media Arts �ó includes the integrative forms of cinema, animation, sound, web, 
virtual, interactive design, coding, etc. 

�x NEA (National Endowment for the Arts) �ó A federal agency that provides grants 
and support for arts projects and organizations across the United States. 

�x Prop 28 �ó A proposition that mandates increased funding for arts and music 
education in public schools by requir���2���Ù�P�‡�Ù�:���Ù�e���ô�Ù�\�e�Í�e�ô�
�\�Ù�ô�î�j�è�Í�e���:�2�Ù�æ�j�î���ô�e�Ù���ô�e�à�Ù



excluding administrative costs, to support these programs annually, ensuring 
consistent funding without an expiration date.  

�x SMART goals - The five components of SMART goals are Specific, Measurable, 
Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound.   

�x Standards-Based  �ó An educational approach that focuses on students achieving 
specific learning standards set by the state or national guidelines, ensuring 
consistent educational outcomes and accountability. 

 









2020 California Arts Framework Quick Sheet 

�x All information based on CDE Arts Standards and CDE Arts Framework  
�x 5 Artistic Disciplines 

o Dance 
�ƒ Dance-based theory, terminology and symbolic language used to 

comprehend dance; have a clear sense of embodying dance; 
students are able to reflect, critique, and connect personal 
experience to dance and the dance community. 

o Media Arts 
�ƒ Photography, imaging, sound, animation, video, web design, 

coding, graphic design, virtual design, interactive design, as well as 
their combinations and emerging forms. 

�ƒ Emphasizes process 
o Music 

�ƒ Basic concepts and terminology used to comprehend music 
�ƒ Develop skills necessary to produce music. 
�ƒ Able to reflect, critique, and connect personal experience to music. 

o Theatre 
�ƒ Students explore a range of real and imagined issues through 

drama processes and engagement in unscripted activities.  
�ƒ Broader and more traditional conventions of the craft: scripted 

plays, acting, public performance, and technical theatre elements. 
o Visual Arts 

�ƒ Students engage in creative processes to develop technical artistic 
skills through contemporary and traditional practices. 

�ƒ Use traditional and non-traditional materials. 
�ƒ Students discover the expressive qualities of art and are able to 

reflect, critique, and connect personal experience to art. 
�x California Education Code sections 51210 and 51220 

o 51210 (a) The adopted course of study for grades 1 to 6, inclusive,  

shall include instruction, beginning in grade 1 and continuing through 
grade 6, in the following areas of study: 

�ƒ (5) Visual and performing arts, including instruction in the 
subjects of dance, music, theater, and visual arts, aimed at the 
development of aesthetic appreciation and the skills of creative 
expression. 

o 51220 The adopted course of study for grades 7 to 12, inclusive, shall 

offer  courses in the following areas of study: 



�ƒ (g) Visual and performing arts, including dance, music, theater, 
and visual arts, with emphasis upon development of aesthetic 
appreciation and the skills of creative expression. 

�x 4 Artistic Processes are essential 
o Creating 
o Performing, producing, presenting 
o Responding 
o Connecting 

�x Many districts include as part of their plan the adoption of a district arts education 
policy by the school board. 

o �$�Q���D�U�W�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�O�L�F�\���F�D�Q���V�W�D�W�H���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H��
and equitable access for all students to arts education and indicate the 
expected elements of arts education programs. (CA Arts Framework, pg. 
688) 

 



Prop 28 Quick Sheet  

All information based on CDE Prop 28 FAQs and Create CA FAQs 

�x Funding calculated at school site level based on total enrollment and enrollment of 
economically disadvantaged students in the prior year but administered at the 
district level. 

�x Decisions around what the funding should be used for should be made by school 
districts and school sites in partnership with their community. 

�x 80% of funds must be used to employ certificated or classified employees to 
provide arts education 

�x 20% can be used for supplies and materials or partnerships with arts programs.  

�x No more than 1 percent of funds may be used for administrative expenses, 
including indirect costs 

�x A waiver from this requirement may be requested from the California Department of 
Education (CDE). 

�x For LEAs (local educational agencies) with fewer than 500 students, the 80/20 split 
���\�2�
�e�Ù�X�ô�W�j���X�ô�î�ß 

�x "Arts education program" includes (but is not limited to) instruction and training, 
supplies, materials, and arts educational partnership programs for instruction in 
dance, media arts, music, theatre, and visual arts including folk art, painting, 
sculpture, photography, craft arts, creative expression including graphic arts and 
design, computer coding, animation, music composition, ensembles, script writing, 
costume design, film, and video. 

�x Schools can share teachers and teacher aides as well as community arts partners 
as long as the allocation from one school site is not being used to pay for the cost of 
arts education programs at another school site.  

�x As a condition of receipt of funds pursuant to this chapter, a local educational 
agency (LEA) shall annually:  

o �
���ô�X�e�����…�Ù�e���Í�e�Ù�\�j�è���Ù���j�2�î�\�Ù�X�ô�è�ô���}�ô�î�Ù�•���+�+�Ù�æ�ô�Ù�j�\�ô�î�Ù�e�:�Ù�\�j�U�U�+�ô�1�ô�2�e�Ù���j�2�î���2���Ù���:�X�Ù�Í�X�e�\�Ù
education programs and that funds received in the prior fiscal year were, in 
���Í�è�e�à�Ù�j�\�ô�î�Ù�e�:�Ù�\�j�U�U�+�ô�1�ô�2�e�Ù�Í�X�e�\�Ù�ô�î�j�è�Í�e���:�2�Ù�U�X�:���X�Í�1�\�ß���Ù 

o �>�:�X�Ù�e���ô�Ù�U�j�X�U�:�\�ô�Ù�:���Ù�e�����\�Ù�U�X�:���X�Í�1�à�Ù�
�\�j�U�U�+�ô�1�ô�2�e���Ù�1�ô�Í�2�\�Ù�e���Í�e�Ù�e���ô�Ù���j�2�î�\�Ù
appropriated by this chapter shall be used by LEAs to increase funding of 
arts education programs and not to supplant existing funding for those 
programs.  



o The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that each LEA 
seek guidance from their legal counsel for guidance relative to their annual 
usage of AMS funds and whether they can make this certification each year. 

o The CDE is not approving or denying individual LEA requests for allowable 
expenditures. All expenditures should be consistent with statute. Additional 
guidance for LEAs to demonstrate compliance with this requirement for the 
purpose of the annual audit (i.e., example worksheets, etc.) is available on 
the CDE Proposition 28 website. 

�x The amount of funding available each fiscal year will be determined by the 
�"�ô�U�Í�X�e�1�ô�2�e�Ù�:���Ù�>���2�Í�2�è�ô�Ù�Í�\�Ù�U�Í�X�e�Ù�:���Ù�e���ô�Ù�@�:�}�ô�X�2�:�X�
�\�Ù���j�î���ô�e�ß�Ù 

�x Funds will be accessible to schools for up to 3 years after they are allocated, at 
which time any unspent funds will revert back to the Department. 

�x Funding is calculated at the school-site level but will be allocated to LEAs, which 
are often the school districts. Decisions around what the funding should be used for 
should be made by school districts and school sites in partnerships with their 
community. 

�x All funds must be used to provide arts education programs. For LEAs that serve over 
500 students, at least 80 percent of funds must be spent to employ certified or 
classified employees to provide arts education instruction. The remaining funds 
[20%] can be used for supplies and materials or partnerships with arts programs. 

o "Partnerships with arts programs" can refer to teaching artists who are not 
employed at the school site or district level, but who are employed by a 
community partner or other external entity with whom the district or school 
site has a contract. 
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Sample Data Survey Questions 

�x Total school enrollment 

�x School average daily attendance - (district ADA for single-school districts) 

�x Please list the visual, performing, and media arts disciplines currently being 
taught on your campus 

o As a standalone course during the school day 
o Integrated into other courses during the school day 
o Taught as an after-school program 
o Taught as a fee-based after-school program 

�x Which grade level bands have access to the following arts instruction on your 
campus: 

o Dance 
o Music - Instrumental (i.e., band, orchestra) 
o Music - Vocal (i.e., choir) 
o Theatre/Drama 
o Visual Arts 
o Media Arts/Film 
o CTE - Arts, Media, Entertainment (AME) 

�x What is the approximate percentage of students in the school participating in 
arts-specific programming this school year? This can include programs during 
instructional day or as expanded learning programs. 

�x For a typical student receiving arts instruction during the instructional day, what 
is the average frequency of instruction in each arts discipline? 

�x What is the typical duration of arts programs that take place during the 
instructional day? 

�x What is the position of the person(s) providing arts instruction during the 
instructional day on your campus? 

�x What is the typical duration of arts-based expanded learning programs on your 
campus? 

�x What is the position of the person(s) providing arts instruction as an expanded 
learning program on your campus? 

�x Please describe the space used for each arts discipline on your campus 

�x Does your school currently provide arts instruction aligned to the 2019 California 
Arts Standards and 2020 Arts Framework? 

�x Does your school currently provide consumable materials (paint, canvases, etc.)? 

�x Does your school currently provide specialized equipment (non-consumable �  ̂
kiln, camera, etc.) 



�x How have your staff members become familiar with the 2019 California Arts 
Standards? 

�x Are you currently partnering with any local organizations to provide arts-related 
instruction and/or support? If so, please describe the partnerships. 

�x Do students on your campus have access to: 
o On campus visits by guest artists, speakers, performers 
o Study trips to off-campus arts performances or venues 
o Participation in countywide arts events and contests (art exhibitions, 

poetry events, etc.) 
o Ongoing, structured arts activities extending beyond the school day (choir, 

band, plays, etc.) 
o Traditional after-school enrichment or expanded learning programs 
o Guidance on arts-related college and career options 
o Internship or externship opportunities 
o Actively participate in and contribute to programming and goals (LCAP, 

etc.) 

�x Do parents and families in your community have opportunities to participate in 
the arts at your school (attend extracurricular activities, chaperone arts-centered 
field trips, explore arts-related college and career opportunities for their children, 
etc.) 

�x Do community partners such as businesses and industries in your area have 
opportunities to participate in the arts at your school (provide internship 
opportunities, attend events, etc.) 

�x Are you currently using LCFF funding to support the arts? 

�x Are you currently using Title I funds to support the arts? 

�x Are you currently using any of the other Title funds (II, III, or IV) to support the 
arts? 

�x Are you currently using ELO-P funds to support the arts? 

�x Did you use the Arts, Music, and Instructional Materials Discretionary Block Grant 
to support the arts? 

�x Are you currently using Prop 28 funds to support the arts? 

�x Are you currently using funds other than those listed above to support the arts on 
your campus? If so, what funding streams are you utilizing? 

�x Are there any arts-specific goals or actions identified in your district LCAP? If so, 
what is/are the goal(s) or action(s)? 
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