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(TREATIVE CBOUNTY

Ars (ars) n. Latin: art, skill, craft, handicraft
Vinifera (vi-'ni-f(e-)re) adj. a common European grape (Vitis vinifera) that is the chief source of Old World wine and
table grape varieties.

El Dorado County is astounding in its beauty and unique in its widely varying landscape. From chapparal to alpine
ecosystems, from river canyons to mountain peaks, we get to enjoy the best California has to offer. And because of
this natural variety, our county can produce some of the finest agricultural offerings in the state — including an
abundance of wine grapes. Wineries are able to showcase our region’s exceptional terroir while inviting visitors to slow
down and enjoy the county’s natural beauty. Not only that, but wineries serve as cultural centers that allow locals and
visitors to revel in the breadth our creative offerings.

The title of this exhibition, Ars Vinifera, was inspired by the scientific name for the European wine grape: Vitis vinifera.
While there are many varieties, this species of grape is known as “the wine grape” because it’s thought to produce
some of the world’s best tasting wines; including Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Viognier, Pinot Noir, Merlot, Cabernet
Sauvignon, Barbera, Zinfandel, and so on.

We can think of wine as an artistic creation whose chosen mediums include grape variety, soil, planting, yields and
winemaking. Each bottle is also a cultural product that combines natural conditions, knowledge, and practices that are
passed on through generations - representing an ever-expanding facet of El Dorado County’s identity and heritage.

In keeping with the Neo-Latin origins of scientific classifications, | chose to play with the species name Vitis vinifera,
swapping the word Vitis for Ars. Ars is a Latin word that referrs to creative work and artful production. Ars Vinifera then,
calls to mind the creativity, skill, and cultural impact that ripples out from EI Dorado County’s wine regions.

| chose the term Ars for another reason, as well: wineries and wine tourism are uniquely positioned to serve the growth
of our county’s creative economy. We are a rural region where employment opportunities for local creatives can be
sparse. Wineries host hundreds of events throughout the season, including concerts, performances, and makers
markets. The walls of tasting rooms serve as galleries adorned with original artworks and sculptures. The marketing
and branding of wines and wineries requires hours of creative labor and beautiful wine labels often showcase the work
of exceptional artists.

With this exhibition we celebrate the interconnectedness of art and agriculture and honor the role wineries and
vineyards play in El Dorado County’s thriving cultural landscape.

Marya Osucha
Exhibitions Curator



Pamela Findleton
Contemplation
18” x 24”, Mixed Media, 2018

Pamela Findleton
New Growth
24” x 36” Watercolor, 2022




Pamela Findleton
Pathways
24” x 36”, Watercolor, 2022

Pamela Findleton
Old Vine Young Vine
32” x 38”, Watercolor, 2010




Pamela Findleton
Women of the Vines
22” x 427, Pastel, 2020

Pamela Findleton
Lady Merlot
32” x 38”, Watercolor, 2004




Pamela Findleton
The Dream
36” x 48”, Watercolor, 2018

Pamela Findleton
Sparkling Fin
12” x12”, Encaustic, 2019



Eric Hays
Augustus
247, Oil, 2019

Eric Hays
Dolores
24”, Oil, 2017
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Eric Hays
Immigrant I
24”, Qil, 2021




Eric Hays
Charlotte
24”, Oil, 2009

Eric Hays
Charlotte
4’ x 8, Oil, 2020

Eric Hays
Immigrant Il
247, Qil, 2021



Aaron Bryan
Rollin’ on Skinz
12” x 8” Mixed Media, 2019

Jared McGriff
Untitled
227 x 287, Oil, 2014
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Cordulla Soge
Mirador Winery
12” x 12”, Watercolor, 2022

Loren Christofferson
Quartz Vein
11” x14”, Oil, 2023



Oran Miller

Bumgarner Winery

and Vineyards Portrait With Figgy,
Mixed Media, 8” x 10”, Mixed Media,
2023

Oran Miller
Bumgarner Winery Portrait (Winter) 3 : :
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2000 BARBERA

CALIFORNIA

BUMGARNER WINERY & TASTING ROOM —— FAIRPLAY, CALIFORNIA = L

Oran Miller
Bumgarner Tasting Room (Fairplay)
8” x10”, Mixed Media, 2020

Oran Miller
Jarvis Winery Label
3”x5”, Graphic Design, 2003
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Oran Miller
Hangtown Brewery Six Pack
Commercial Packaging, 12” x 127,1997

Oran Miller
Art, Science, and Magic
9” x 11”7, Five Color Woodcut, 2014
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Katherine Case
Holly’s Hill
Linocut, 6” x 6”7, 2021

Oran Miller
Bumgarner Winery Portrait Summer
Ink, 8” x10”, 2022
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Simone Giusto
Lone Acre Cellars
Photographs, 1927

Lone Acre Cellars
Wine Label
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EL DORADO

Arts and Culture El Dorado’s mission to promote, connect, and empower arts and culture
throughout the county is achieved by targeted programs and services, a vibrant gallery exhibition series,
and a focus on initiatives which support and sustain the cultural life of the region.

STAFF

Terry LeMoncheck, Executive Director
Loren Christofferson, Administrative Coordinator
Jordan Hyatt-Miller, Program Coordinator
Marya Osucha, Exhibitions Curator and Special Projects Coordinator
Anton Nemeth, Gallery Manager

SUPPORT THE ARTS IN EL DORADO COUNTY

Visit ArtsAndCultureElDorado.org to make a tax-deductible contribution.

SPECIAL THANKS

Bumgarner Winery
Chateau Davell Winery
Conduit Wine

Findleton Estate Winery
Holly’s Hill Vineyards
Lone Acre Cellars
Mirador Winery

Quartz Vein Wine

Switchboard Gallery is supported in part by California Arts Council, US Bank, El Dorado County, and the City of Placerville
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