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MARKING THEIR TRAIL

Aspen groves make for the unlikeliest galleries. High in the remote meadows of the Sierra there are works of

DUW VHFUHWHG DzZD\ E\ XQH[SHFWHG DQG XQZLWWLQJ DUWLVWYV 1XGH
SRUWUDLWY DQG SUROOHV ZHUH FDUHIXOO\ FDUYHG LQWR WKH VPRRW
during the early years of the twentieth century: immigrant outsider artists of the American West.

7TKH %DVTXH &RXQWU\ RI ( XURSH OLHVY RQ WKH $WODQWLF FRDVW DQG

FXOWXUH LV WKRXJKW WR EH RQH RI WKH ROGHVW LQ (XURSH PDQ\ 1H
%DVTXH ODQJXDJH (XVNDUD LV XQLTXH DQG XQUHODWHG WR DQ\ RWK
6WRQH $JH ZRUGV %HFDXVH WKH %DVTXH UHJLRQ KDUERUHG VXSSRUW
WKH GLFWDWRUVKLS RI )UDQFLVFR )UDQFR %DVTXHV ZHUH IRUELGGHQ
%DVTXH ODQJXDJH KDG QRW \HW EHHQ GHYHORSHG DV D ZULWWHQ IRU
PDGH 6R LWeV WUXO\ VLIQLOFDQW WKDW ZH O0QG %DVTXH ZRUGV FDUY
carvers’ homeland.

$FFRUGLQJ WR %DVTXH VFKRODU - ODOOHD 20DHW[H PRVW RI WKH %D
the American West had little to no experience in the trade. The sheep industry in the U.S. was at its height in

WKH VvV DQG V DQG VKHHSKHUGHUYVY ZHUH EHLQJ UHFUXLWHG WR ZR!
SURYHG WR EH D ELW RI VKRFN $V RQH %DVTXH UHFDOOHG ":H QR VRF
the desert [...] The boss would take a stick, and looking at that miserable desert stretching out there forever,

he would scratch a map on the ground. To show where the water was, where the good feed was. Then you just

moved out...in a year we would walk thousands of miles.” The carvings they made on aspens is, in fact, the only
tenuous record historians have regarding herding migrations of that time.

$00 WKH DUERUJO\SK UXEELQJY LQFOXGHG LQ RXU H[KLELWLRQ ZHUH F
OUVW KHDUG RI WKH FDUYLQJV LQ D OHFWXUH DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI
VHHN RXW ZKDW WKH\ OUVW WHUPHG "OLYLQJ JDOOHULHV™ DQG WR H[
WKH LPDJHVY WKH\ IRXQG PXVOLQ DQG EODFN UXEELQJ ZD[ SURYHG WK
years to developing an archival record of the carvings, whose existence was inextricably linked to the lifespan

RI WKH WUHH RQWR ZKLFK LW ZDV HWFKHG ,Q VKRUW ZKHQ WKH WUHF
XSZDUGV RI UXEELQJV IURP IRXU GLVWLQFW JURYHV LQ WKH KLJK 6
WKH PRVW VWULNLQJ RI WKHVH UXEELQJV IRU H[KLELWLRQ DW &RQOGH
7UDLO %DVTXH $UERUJO\SKV RI WKH 6LHUUD 1HYDGD FHOHEUDWHYV WK
D GLDVSRULF FXOWXUH ZKR LQ QDYLJDWLQJ WKH QHZ WHUUDLQ FUHD
itself as a means of expression.



-HDQ (DUO GHPRQVWUDWLQJ KHU WHFKQLTXH IRU FUHDWLQJ D UX

$UERUJO\SKY DOVR FDOOHG GHQGURJO\SK
FXOWXUDO WUHHYVY DUH VKDSHV DQG V\PER
living trees.

About Aspen Trees

» The average lifespan of an aspen is 40 to 150 years, though
the roots may survive thousands of years.

» A stand of aspen trees is connected by their roots under the
soil, making them all part of one organism. Aspen are the
ODUJHVW VLQJOH RUJDQLVP E\ DUHD RC

» Aspens can grow 24 inches a year, and can photosynthesize
through their bark.

» Aspen shoots and leaves are popular with grazing animals.

» Aspens are the most widely distributed tree species in North
$PHULFD 7KH\ JURZ LQ $ODVND DQG &DQ
VRXWK WR OH[LFR 3




CARVINGS AND CANVASES

“HDQ (DUO

'KHQ WKH FDUYLQJVY OUVW FDPH WR WKH DWWHQWLRQ Rl WKH JHQHL
JUDIOWL ZKLOH RWKHUV ORRNHG XSRQ WKHP DV D IRUP RI PLQGOH\
of the images contributed to the general dismissal of their importance.

*UDGXDOO\ DQWKURSRORJLVWY DQG DUFKHRORJLVWY IURP WKH )RU
have come to recognize and value the carvings as a legitimate record of the sheepherder experience in

WKH $PHULFDQ :HVW 7KLV FKDQJH LQ DWWLWXGH FDQ EH DWWULE X\
DQ LQGHSHQGHQW VFKRODU DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK WKH &HQWHU IRU %I
campus. His book Speaking Through the Aspens: Basque Tree Carvings in California and Nevada provides
VFKRODUO\ GRFXPHQWDWLRQ DQG LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI WKH FXOW)
2YHU WKH ODVW GHFDGH VLJQLOFDQW HIIRUWY KDYH EHHQ PDGH E\
the images. Unfortunately, many of them were lost before this effort was initiated. The majority of the images

LQ WKLV ERRN ZHUH FDUYHG LQ WKH V DQG V. ,Q WZR JURYHYV
have disappeared over the last forty years due to the death of trees. The rest will follow in their time.

7KH TXHVWLRQ PRVW RIWHQ DVNHG RI XV DV FROOHFWRUV LV "+RZ
DWWHQGLQJ D SHUIRUPDQFH DW 815¢V &KXUFK )LQH $UWV %XLOGLQJ
"%DVTXRV™ E\ )UDQFHY :DOODFH DQG +DQV 5HLVV ,W ZDV OLNH QRYV
IHDWXUHG EODFN DQG ZKLWH WUDFLQJV RI LPDJHVY FDUYHG E\ WKH ¢
WUHHYV :H ZHUH IDVFLQDWHG HVSHFLDOO\ E\ WKH LGHD WKDW WKH
FXULRVLW\ DURXVHG ZH ZHUH GHWHUPLQHG WR VHH WKH FDUYLQJV
of Wallace and Reiss, we set off to explore the aspen groves of Sierra Nevada, in search not only of the

carvings but in a larger sense, of the artists who made them.

2XU OUVW H[FXUVLRQ WRRN XV WR *OHQVKLUH ZKHUH ZH GLVFRYHU
HGJH Rl WKH PHDGRZ ZHUH PDUNHG ZLWK WKH FDUYLQJV RI PDOH O.
OLNH OJXUH ZLWK D SLSH $QRWKHU ZDV DQ DEVWUDFW DUPOHVV O3
FORWKHG OJXUH ZLWK DUPV DQG D KDW :H ZHUH LPPHGLDWHO\ FDS

So began our 40-year odyssey among the aspen groves. Weekend excursions and family camping

trips were planned around exploring new groves and revisiting known ones. We gave a name to each
carving, and there was a great sense of loss when we returned and found one of our favorite carvings was
deteriorating or completely gone.
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W ZDV WKH VHQVH RI ORVV ZH IHOW IRU WKRVH IDPLOLDU LPDJHV W
7KLY SURYHG SUREOHPDWLF 3KRWRJUDSK\ ZDV GLIOFXOW GXH WR S
wrap around the tree providing only a partial image to the camera. Wallace and Reiss had used tracing

SDSHU WR FDSWXUH WKH LPDJHV EXW ODUJHU FDUYLQJV ZHUH QRW
when stretched.

What we needed was a material large enough to accommodate the carvings and durable enough to stretch
ZLWKRXW WHDULQJ O0XVOLQ SURYHG WR EH WKH DQVZHU W SURYLC
OLJKWO\ DURXQG WKH WUHH 7KH UDLVHG VFDU FRXOG WKHQ EH WU|
XVLQJ EODFN UXEELQJ ZD[ SURGXFLQJ D FRS\ RI WKH FDUYLQJ RQW
collected about 135 images over the years.

7KXV WKH VKHHSKHUGHU FDUYHG WKH LPDJH WKH WUHH PDLQWDLQ
WKH LPDJH IURP WKH WUHH DQG KDV QRZ UHSURGXFHG LW WR SUHV|
The herders carved for their own reasons, not for an audience and certainly not for recognition. No doubt

they would be astonished to see their private galleries open to the public for tours and their carvings

documented in an art book. Nonetheless, these singular images, born of isolation and opportunity, represent

the last echoes of a now vanished way of life and the men who lived it. As such, they are deserving of our
acknowledgement and appreciation, even as the trees upon which they were carved disappear from the

physical world into that of memory.

(VVD\ OUVW S >BEIOUe\AEPErGArt dpthe Sierra Nevada, %DREDE 3U
"ULWWHQ E\ -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (bDUuO H

5 -HDQ DQG 3KLOO
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Man with Pipe -HDQ DQG 3KLC
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1975

Basque
&DLWOLQ 7KRPSVRQ
Photograph, 2021
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Gora Euzkada

“"/RQJ /LYH )UHH %DVTXH &RXQWU\™ - =
-HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO i el o, ey
Wax-on-muslin rubbing Vet WM L A AL SN
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Portrait with Txapel %HUHW -HDQ DQG 3KL(
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1985

Nude Girl, -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO Lauburu  6XQ 6LJQ -HDQ DQG 3KL
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1978 Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1990s .
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Fish on a Line
Starand Moon -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO
Wax-on-muslin rubbing,1985,
-RVH OLWMDQD+«UHQ ,]DU FDUYHU

HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1972
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Man with Kercheif, o Y &
-HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS".(|D_L_J(_)¢‘_r \
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 7 50N
L
2002
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Bird with Fancy Tail
-HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS
' Wax-on-muslin rubbing,
Horned Flgure &DLWOLQ TKRPSVRQ
Photograph, 2016
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'"HHU 3UROOH 5LJKW
-HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO :D[ RQ PX

Large Nude with Hat
-HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (bDUO
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1993




Little Quail, -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO Deer, -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO :D
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1990s UXEELQJ V. (WLHQQH ODL]FR

10 Sheepherder in the Sierra Nevada, & DLWOLQ 7KRPSVRQ 3KRWRJUDSK



Country Couple, -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO

Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1970s, Photograph of Etienne Maizcorena, 1915
(WLHQQH ODL]JFRUHQD FDUYHU 3KRWR FRXUWHV\ 'ROR

Etienne Maizcorena, -HDQ DQG 3KLOOL
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1970s

About Etienne Maizcorena (WLHQQH ODL]JFRUHQD

(WLHQQH ODL]JFRUHQD ZDV ERUQ LQ LQ ,SDUUDOGH
QHDU %DLJRUUL RQ D IDUP FDOOHG ;RUURW] DQG KLV
carving activities are divided between two mountain

UDQJHV ,Q KH ZRUNHG LQ WKH /DNH 7DKRH

DUHD IURP WKH 6XPPLW /DNH DUHD LQ

+XPEROW &RXQW\ (WLHQQHeV IDYRULWH VXEMHFWYV ZHUH
old country couples dressed in detailed costumes,

facing each other or shaking hands.

([FHUSW W D3pebRing Ulirduigh The Aspens,
- ODOOHD 20DHWI[H 11
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Bird#1 -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1970s

Smoking -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1980

Carved Figure
&DLWOLQ 7KRPSVRQ
Photograph, 2021

Abel 1904
&DLWOLQ 7KRPSVRQ
Photograph, 2021



Woman with Cloche Hat, -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO

Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1970s

MissUSA, -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (D
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1980s
-RVH OLWMDQD<UHQ ,]DU FDI

Female Bust/Nude -HDQ DQG 3KLOOL:
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1992
%RUHO FDUYHU
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Eskys, -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1980s

Sheepherder with Dog, -HDQ DQG 3KLOO
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1970s
(WLHQQH ODL]JFRUHQD FD



Message Board &DLWOLQ 7KF
Photograph, 2016

Lady withBird, -HDQ DQG 3KLOOLS (DUO

Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1980 15



$UWV DQG &XOWXUH (O 'RUDGR+*VY PLVVLRQ WR SURPRWH FRQQHFW
county is achieved by targeted programs and services, a vibrant gallery exhibition series,
and a focus on initiatives which support and sustain the cultural life of the region.

7HUU\ /HORQFKHFN ([HFXWLYH 'LUHFWRU

SuprPORT THE ARTs IN EL DoraDO COUNTY
O9LVLW S$UWVSQG&XOWXUH(O'RUDGR RUJ WR PDNH D WDJ[ G

SpPEcIAL THANKS
&DLWOLQ 7KRPSVRQ -HDQ (DUO

" LWK JUDWLWXGH WR P\ KXVEDQG FKLOGUHQ DQG IULHQGV ZKR ZHC
rubbings.

7TKDQNV DOVR WR %DREDE 3UHVV DQG 7KH 1HYDGD $UWV &RXQFLO IR

)LQDOO\ WKDQNV WR WKH ORQHO\ VKHHSKHUGHUV ZKR FDUYHG D Ol
“HDQ (DL

Marking Their Trail is supported in part by
IDWLRQDO (QGRZPHQW IRU WKH $UWV &DOLIRUQLD $UWV &RXQFLO
DQG WKH &LW\ RI 30ODFHUYLOOH
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ORVW RI WKH UXEELQJYV LQ WKLV H
IRXU JDOOHULHYV LQ JURYHV QHDU

*HQRD 3HDN 3ROH &UHHN DQG 7U
DUH XQGHU WKH VWHZDUGVKLS RI
6HUYLFH *OHQVKLUH RQ SULYDWH
public access.

$UWV DQG &XOWXUH (O 'RUDGR Z &RQO
ODLQ 6WUHHW 3ODFHUYLOOF}
_ $UWVSQG&XOWXUH(O'R!



