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Aspen groves make for the unlikeliest galleries. High in the remote meadows of the Sierra there are works of 
�D�U�W���V�H�F�U�H�W�H�G���D�Z�D�\���E�\���X�Q�H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���D�Q�G���X�Q�Z�L�W�W�L�Q�J���D�U�W�L�V�W�V�����1�X�G�H���Ô�J�X�U�H�V�����D�Q�L�P�D�O�V�����Q�D�P�H�V���D�Q�G���G�D�W�H�V�����H�U�R�W�L�F���V�F�H�Q�H�V����
�S�R�U�W�U�D�L�W�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Ô�O�H�V���Z�H�U�H���F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\���F�D�U�Y�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���V�P�R�R�W�K���Z�K�L�W�H���E�D�U�N���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���W�U�H�H�V���E�\���%�D�V�T�X�H���V�K�H�H�S�K�H�U�G�H�U�V��
during the early years of the twentieth century: immigrant outsider artists of the American West.

�7�K�H���%�D�V�T�X�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���R�I���(�X�U�R�S�H���O�L�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F���F�R�D�V�W���D�Q�G���L�V���G�L�Y�L�G�H�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���)�U�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���6�S�D�L�Q�����%�D�V�T�X�H��
�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���L�V���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���E�H���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�O�G�H�V�W���L�Q���(�X�U�R�S�H�����P�D�Q�\���1�H�R�O�L�W�K�L�F���F�D�Y�H���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����7�K�H��
�%�D�V�T�X�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����(�X�V�N�D�U�D�����L�V���X�Q�L�T�X�H���D�Q�G���X�Q�U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�Q�W�����L�W���L�V���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q��
�6�W�R�Q�H���$�J�H���Z�R�U�G�V�����%�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���%�D�V�T�X�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���K�D�U�E�R�U�H�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\���D�W���D���W�L�P�H���Z�K�H�Q���6�S�D�L�Q���Z�D�V���X�Q�G�H�U��
�W�K�H���G�L�F�W�D�W�R�U�V�K�L�S���R�I���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�R���)�U�D�Q�F�R�����%�D�V�T�X�H�V���Z�H�U�H���I�R�U�E�L�G�G�H�Q���I�U�R�P���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����$�V���D���U�H�V�X�O�W�����W�K�H��
�%�D�V�T�X�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���K�D�G���Q�R�W���\�H�W���E�H�H�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���D�V���D���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���I�R�U�P���D�W���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���6�L�H�U�U�D���D�U�E�R�U�J�O�\�S�K�V���Z�H�U�H��
�P�D�G�H�����6�R���L�W�•�V���W�U�X�O�\���V�L�J�Q�L�Ô�F�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W���Z�H���Ô�Q�G���%�D�V�T�X�H���Z�R�U�G�V���F�D�U�Y�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���W�U�X�Q�N�V���R�I���W�U�H�H�V���V�R���I�D�U���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�� 
carvers’ homeland.

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���%�D�V�T�X�H���V�F�K�R�O�D�U���-�����0�D�O�O�H�D���2�O�D�H�W�[�H�����P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���%�D�V�T�X�H���V�K�H�H�S�K�H�U�G�H�U�V���Z�K�R���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���L�Q��
the American West had little to no experience in the trade. The sheep industry in the U.S. was at its height in 
�W�K�H�����������V���D�Q�G�������V�����D�Q�G���V�K�H�H�S�K�H�U�G�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���E�H�L�Q�J���U�H�F�U�X�L�W�H�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N���W�K�H���Õ�R�F�N�V�����$�U�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�L�G���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���8���6����
�S�U�R�Y�H�G���W�R���E�H���D���E�L�W���R�I���V�K�R�F�N�����$�V���R�Q�H���%�D�V�T�X�H���U�H�F�D�O�O�H�G�����˜�:�H���Q�R���V�R�R�Q�H�U���J�R�W���R�I�I���W�K�H���W�U�D�L�Q�������Z�H���I�R�X�Q�G���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���L�Q��
the desert […] The boss would take a stick, and looking at that miserable desert stretching out there forever, 
he would scratch a map on the ground. To show where the water was, where the good feed was. Then you just 
moved out...in a year we would walk thousands of miles.” The carvings they made on aspens is, in fact, the only 
tenuous record historians have regarding herding migrations of that time.

�$�O�O���W�K�H���D�U�E�R�U�J�O�\�S�K���U�X�E�E�L�Q�J�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���R�X�U���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�H�U�H���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�G���E�\���-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�L�S���(�D�U�O�����Z�K�R��
�Ô�U�V�W���K�H�D�U�G���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���D���O�H�F�W�X�U�H���D�W���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���1�H�Y�D�G�D�����5�H�Q�R�����,�Q�W�U�L�J�X�H�G�����W�K�H�\���E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
�V�H�H�N���R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Ô�U�V�W���W�H�U�P�H�G���˜�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���J�D�O�O�H�U�L�H�V�™���D�Q�G���W�R���H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���P�H�W�K�R�G�V���R�I���U�H�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H�V���W�K�H�\���I�R�X�Q�G�����P�X�V�O�L�Q���D�Q�G���E�O�D�F�N���U�X�E�E�L�Q�J���Z�D�[���S�U�R�Y�H�G���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���W�R�R�O�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���M�R�E�������7�K�H���(�D�U�O�V���G�H�Y�R�W�H�G��������
years to developing an archival record of the carvings, whose existence was inextricably linked to the lifespan 
�R�I���W�K�H���W�U�H�H���R�Q�W�R���Z�K�L�F�K���L�W���Z�D�V���H�W�F�K�H�G�����,�Q���V�K�R�U�W�����Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���W�U�H�H���G�L�H�G�����V�R���W�R�R���G�L�G���W�K�H���D�U�W�����,�Q���D�O�O�����W�K�H���(�D�U�O�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G��
�X�S�Z�D�U�G�V���R�I�����������U�X�E�E�L�Q�J�V�����I�U�R�P���I�R�X�U���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W���J�U�R�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���K�L�J�K���6�L�H�U�U�D�����$�U�W�V���D�Q�G���&�X�O�W�X�U�H���(�O���'�R�U�D�G�R���K�D�V���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G��
�W�K�H���P�R�V�W���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���U�X�E�E�L�Q�J�V���I�R�U���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���D�W���&�R�Q�Ô�G�H�Q�F�H���)�L�U�H�K�R�X�V�H���*�D�O�O�H�U�\���L�Q���3�O�D�F�H�U�Y�L�O�O�H�������0�D�U�N�L�Q�J���7�K�H�L�U��
�7�U�D�L�O�����%�D�V�T�X�H���$�U�E�R�U�J�O�\�S�K�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�L�H�U�U�D���1�H�Y�D�G�D���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�V���W�K�L�V���D�V�S�H�F�W���R�I���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���:�H�V�W���D�Q�G��
�D���G�L�D�V�S�R�U�L�F���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���Z�K�R�����L�Q���Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���W�H�U�U�D�L�Q�����F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D���X�Q�L�T�X�H���Y�L�V�X�D�O���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H��
itself as a means of expression.
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�-�H�D�Q���(�D�U�O���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J���K�H�U���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H���I�R�U���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���D���U�X�E�E�L�Q�J���R�I���D���Z�R�P�D�Q���F�D�U�Y�H�G���R�Q���D�Q���D�V�S�H�Q���W�U�H�H��

About Aspen Trees

The average lifespan of an aspen is 40 to 150 years, though 
the roots may survive thousands of years.
A stand of aspen trees is connected by their roots under the 
soil, making them all part of one organism. Aspen are the 
�O�D�U�J�H�V�W���V�L�Q�J�O�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�P�����E�\���D�U�H�D�����R�Q���(�D�U�W�K��
Aspens can grow 24 inches a year, and can photosynthesize 
through their bark.
Aspen shoots and leaves are popular with grazing animals.
Aspens are the most widely distributed tree species in North 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����7�K�H�\���J�U�R�Z���L�Q���$�O�D�V�N�D���D�Q�G���&�D�Q�D�G�D�����D�Q�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���Z�D�\��
�V�R�X�W�K���W�R���0�H�[�L�F�R��

•

•

•

•
•

�$�U�E�R�U�J�O�\�S�K�V�����D�O�V�R���F�D�O�O�H�G���G�H�Q�G�U�R�J�O�\�S�K�V�����V�L�O�Y�D�J�O�\�S�K�V���R�U���P�R�G�L�Ô�H�G��
�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���W�U�H�H�V�����D�U�H���V�K�D�S�H�V���D�Q�G���V�\�P�E�R�O�V���F�D�U�Y�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���E�D�U�N���R�I�� 
living trees.
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�-�H�D�Q���(�D�U�O��

�:�K�H�Q���W�K�H���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J�V���Ô�U�V�W���F�D�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���S�X�E�O�L�F�����W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���Q�R���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q��
�J�U�D�I�Ô�W�L�����Z�K�L�O�H���R�W�K�H�U�V���O�R�R�N�H�G���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H�P���D�V���D���I�R�U�P���R�I���P�L�Q�G�O�H�V�V���Y�D�Q�G�D�O�L�V�P�����1�R���G�R�X�E�W���W�K�H���H�U�R�W�L�F���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���V�R�P�H��
of the images contributed to the general dismissal of their importance. 

�*�U�D�G�X�D�O�O�\�����D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V���D�Q�G���D�U�F�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���)�R�U�H�V�W���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���%�X�U�H�D�X���R�I���/�D�Q�G���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��
have come to recognize and value the carvings as a legitimate record of the sheepherder experience in 
�W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���:�H�V�W�����7�K�L�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�Q���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H���F�D�Q���E�H���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���L�Q���S�D�U�W���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I���-�R�[�H���0�D�O�O�H�D���2�O�D�H�W�[�H����
�D�Q���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���V�F�K�R�O�D�U���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���%�D�V�T�X�H���6�W�X�G�L�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���1�H�Y�D�G�D�����5�H�Q�R��
campus. His book Speaking Through the Aspens: Basque Tree Carvings in California and Nevada provides 
�V�F�K�R�O�D�U�O�\���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�����K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�����D�Q�G���D�U�W�L�V�W�L�F���V�L�J�Q�L�Ô�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J�V����
�2�Y�H�U���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���G�H�F�D�G�H�����V�L�J�Q�L�Ô�F�D�Q�W���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���P�D�G�H���E�\���W�K�H���)�R�U�H�V�W���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���F�D�W�D�O�R�J�X�H��
the images. Unfortunately, many of them were lost before this effort was initiated. The majority of the images 
�L�Q���W�K�L�V���E�R�R�N���Z�H�U�H���F�D�U�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V���D�Q�G�����������V�����,�Q���W�Z�R���J�U�R�Y�H�V�����X�S���W�R���V�H�Y�H�Q�W�\���Ô�Y�H���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H�V��
have disappeared over the last forty years due to the death of trees. The rest will follow in their time. 

�7�K�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���P�R�V�W���R�I�W�H�Q���D�V�N�H�G���R�I���X�V���D�V���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�R�U�V���L�V�����˜�+�R�Z���G�L�G���\�R�X���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J�V�"�™���,�Q���������������Z�K�L�O�H��
�D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���D�W���8�1�5�•�V���&�K�X�U�F�K���)�L�Q�H���$�U�W�V���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�����Z�H���H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�H�G���D�Q���D�U�W���H�[�K�L�E�L�W���H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G��
�˜�%�D�V�T�X�R�V�™���E�\���)�U�D�Q�F�H�V���:�D�O�O�D�F�H���D�Q�G���+�D�Q�V���5�H�L�V�V�����,�W���Z�D�V���O�L�N�H���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�H���K�D�G���H�Y�H�U���V�H�H�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H�����7�K�H���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q��
�I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G���E�O�D�F�N���D�Q�G���Z�K�L�W�H���W�U�D�F�L�Q�J�V���R�I���L�P�D�J�H�V���F�D�U�Y�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���%�D�V�T�X�H���V�K�H�H�S�K�H�U�G�H�U�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���E�D�U�N���R�I���D�V�S�H�Q��
�W�U�H�H�V�����:�H���Z�H�U�H���I�D�V�F�L�Q�D�W�H�G���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���E�\���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���V�F�R�U�H�G���R�Q���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�U�H�H�V�����2�X�U��
�F�X�U�L�R�V�L�W�\���D�U�R�X�V�H�G�����Z�H���Z�H�U�H���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�H���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J�V���I�R�U���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V�����*�X�L�G�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���Y�D�J�X�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
of Wallace and Reiss, we set off to explore the aspen groves of Sierra Nevada, in search not only of the 
carvings but in a larger sense, of the artists who made them.

�2�X�U���Ô�U�V�W���H�[�F�X�U�V�L�R�Q���W�R�R�N���X�V���W�R���*�O�H�Q�V�K�L�U�H�����Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���˜�*�D�O�O�H�U�\���R�I���7�K�U�H�H���™���7�K�U�H�H���W�U�H�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H��
�H�G�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�D�G�R�Z���Z�H�U�H���P�D�U�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J�V���R�I���P�D�O�H���Ô�J�X�U�H�V�����2�Q�H���Z�D�V���D�Q���D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W���D�U�P�O�H�V�V���3�L�F�D�V�V�R��
�O�L�N�H���Ô�J�X�U�H���Z�L�W�K���D���S�L�S�H�����$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�V���D�Q���D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W���D�U�P�O�H�V�V���Ô�J�X�U�H���Z�L�W�K���D���K�D�W�����7�K�H���O�D�V�W���Z�D�V���D���P�R�U�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\��
�F�O�R�W�K�H�G���Ô�J�X�U�H���Z�L�W�K���D�U�P�V���D�Q�G���D���K�D�W�����:�H���Z�H�U�H���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���F�D�S�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�L�U���D�U�W�L�V�W�U�\����

So began our 40-year odyssey among the aspen groves. Weekend excursions and family camping 
trips were planned around exploring new groves and revisiting known ones. We gave a name to each 
carving, and there was a great sense of loss when we returned and found one of our favorite carvings was 
deteriorating or completely gone.
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�,�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���O�R�V�V���Z�H���I�H�O�W���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���L�P�D�J�H�V���W�K�D�W���O�H�G���W�R���R�X�U���V�H�D�U�F�K���I�R�U���D���Z�D�\���W�R���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H�P����
�7�K�L�V���S�U�R�Y�H�G���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�D�W�L�F�����3�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���Z�D�V���G�L�I�Ô�F�X�O�W���G�X�H���W�R���S�R�R�U���O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H���W�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J���W�R��
wrap around the tree providing only a partial image to the camera. Wallace and Reiss had used tracing 
�S�D�S�H�U���W�R���F�D�S�W�X�U�H���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H�V�����E�X�W���O�D�U�J�H�U���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���V�X�L�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�L�V���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�D�S�H�U���R�I�W�H�Q���W�R�U�H��
when stretched. 

What we needed was a material large enough to accommodate the carvings and durable enough to stretch 
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�H�D�U�L�Q�J�����0�X�V�O�L�Q���S�U�R�Y�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�����,�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���D���Q�H�X�W�U�D�O���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���V�W�U�H�W�F�K�H�G��
�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���W�U�H�H�����7�K�H���U�D�L�V�H�G���V�F�D�U���F�R�X�O�G���W�K�H�Q���E�H���W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���E�\���D���˜�U�X�E�E�L�Q�J���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�™��
�X�V�L�Q�J���E�O�D�F�N���U�X�E�E�L�Q�J���Z�D�[�����S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���D���F�R�S�\���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J���R�Q�W�R���W�K�H���P�X�V�O�L�Q�����8�V�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H��
collected about 135 images over the years.

�7�K�X�V�����W�K�H���V�K�H�H�S�K�H�U�G�H�U���F�D�U�Y�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H�����W�K�H���W�U�H�H���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D�Q�G���P�R�G�L�Ô�H�G���W�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�����W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�R�U���O�L�I�W�H�G��
�W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���W�U�H�H���D�Q�G���K�D�V���Q�R�Z���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���L�W���W�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�K�L�V���X�Q�L�T�X�H���D�U�W���I�R�U�P���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���H�Q�M�R�\�P�H�Q�W����
The herders carved for their own reasons, not for an audience and certainly not for recognition. No doubt 
they would be astonished to see their private galleries open to the public for tours and their carvings 
documented in an art book. Nonetheless, these singular images, born of isolation and opportunity, represent 
the last echoes of a now vanished way of life and the men who lived it. As such, they are deserving of our 
acknowledgement and appreciation, even as the trees upon which they were carved disappear from the 
physical world into that of memory.

�(�V�V�D�\���Ô�U�V�W���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q��Basque Aspen Art of the Sierra Nevada,���������������%�D�R�E�D�E���3�U�H�V�V
�:�U�L�W�W�H�Q���E�\���-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O�����H�V�V�D�\���F�R�X�U�W�H�V�\���R�I���-�H�D�Q���(�D�U�O

�-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O������������
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Gora Euzkada
�˜�/�R�Q�J���/�L�Y�H���)�U�H�H���%�D�V�T�X�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�™

�-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing

2008

Man with Pipe�����-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O��
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1975

Basque
�&�D�L�W�O�L�Q���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q
Photograph, 2021
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Portrait with Txapel�����%�H�U�H�W�������-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1985

Lauburu�����6�X�Q���6�L�J�Q�������-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1990s

Nude Girl,���-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1978
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Star and Moon�����-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing,1985, 
�-�R�V�H���0�L�W�M�D�Q�D�•�U�H�Q���,�]�D�U�����F�D�U�Y�H�U��

Horned Figure,���&�D�L�W�O�L�Q���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�� 
Photograph, 2016

Bird with Fancy Tail
�-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O

Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 
2003

Man with Kercheif, 
�-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O

Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 
2002

Fish on a Line, �-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1972
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�'�H�H�U���3�U�R�Ó�O�H���5�L�J�K�W
�-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O�����:�D�[���R�Q���P�X�V�O�L�Q���U�X�E�E�L�Q�J�������������V

Large Nude with Hat
�-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1993
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Little Quail,���-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1990s

Deer,���-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O�����:�D�[���R�Q���P�X�V�O�L�Q��
�U�X�E�E�L�Q�J�������������V�����(�W�L�H�Q�Q�H���0�D�L�]�F�R�U�H�Q�D�����F�D�U�Y�H�U��

Sheepherder in the Sierra Nevada,���&�D�L�W�O�L�Q���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�����3�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K������������
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Country Couple, �-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1970s, 
�(�W�L�H�Q�Q�H���0�D�L�]�F�R�U�H�Q�D�����F�D�U�Y�H�U��

Etienne Maizcorena, �-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1970s 

�(�W�L�H�Q�Q�H���0�D�L�]�F�R�U�H�Q�D�����F�D�U�Y�H�U��About Etienne Maizcorena

�(�W�L�H�Q�Q�H���0�D�L�]�F�R�U�H�Q�D���Z�D�V���E�R�U�Q���L�Q�������������L�Q���,�S�D�U�U�D�O�G�H��
�Q�H�D�U���%�D�L�J�R�U�U�L���R�Q���D���I�D�U�P���F�D�O�O�H�G���;�R�U�U�R�W�]�����D�Q�G���K�L�V��
carving activities are divided between two mountain 
�U�D�Q�J�H�V�����,�Q���������������������������K�H���Z�R�U�N�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���/�D�N�H���7�D�K�R�H��
�D�U�H�D�����I�U�R�P���������������������������W�K�H���6�X�P�P�L�W���/�D�N�H���D�U�H�D���L�Q��
�+�X�P�E�R�O�W���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����(�W�L�H�Q�Q�H�•�V���I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V���Z�H�U�H��
old country couples dressed in detailed costumes, 
facing each other or shaking hands. 

�(�[�F�H�U�S�W���W�D�N�H�Q���I�U�R�P��Speaking Through The Aspens,  
�-�����0�D�O�O�H�D���2�O�D�H�W�[�H������������

Photograph of Etienne Maizcorena, 1915
�3�K�R�W�R���F�R�X�U�W�H�V�\���'�R�O�R�U�H�V���7�D�\�O�R�U
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Bird #1�����-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1970s

Smoking�����-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O��
Wax-on-muslin rubbing,  1980

Carved Figure
�&�D�L�W�O�L�Q���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q
Photograph, 2021

Abel 1904
�&�D�L�W�O�L�Q���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q
Photograph, 2021
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Woman with Cloche Hat,���-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1970s

Miss USA,���-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1980s
�-�R�V�H���0�L�W�M�D�Q�D�•�U�H�Q���,�]�D�U�����F�D�U�Y�H�U��

Female Bust/Nude�����-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1992
�%�R�U�H�O�����F�D�U�Y�H�U��



14

Eskys,���-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1980s

Sheepherder with Dog, �-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1970s
�(�W�L�H�Q�Q�H���0�D�L�]�F�R�U�H�Q�D�����F�D�U�Y�H�U��
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Lady with Bird,���-�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���3�K�L�O�O�L�S���(�D�U�O
Wax-on-muslin rubbing, 1980

Message Board�����&�D�L�W�O�L�Q���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q
Photograph, 2016



16

�$�U�W�V���D�Q�G���&�X�O�W�X�U�H���(�O���'�R�U�D�G�R�•�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�����F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�����D�Q�G���H�P�S�R�Z�H�U���D�U�W�V�����D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H��
county is achieved by targeted programs and services, a vibrant gallery exhibition series,  

and a focus on initiatives which support and sustain the cultural life of the region.

�7�H�U�U�\���/�H�0�R�Q�F�K�H�F�N�����(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U

SUPPORT THE ARTS IN EL DORADO COUNTY
�9�L�V�L�W���$�U�W�V�$�Q�G�&�X�O�W�X�U�H�(�O�'�R�U�D�G�R���R�U�J���W�R���P�D�N�H���D���W�D�[���G�H�G�X�F�W�L�E�O�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q��

SPECIAL THANKS

Marking Their Trail is supported in part by 
���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�Q�G�R�Z�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���$�U�W�V�����&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���$�U�W�V���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� 

�D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���R�I���3�O�D�F�H�U�Y�L�O�O�H��

�&�D�L�W�O�L�Q���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�����-�H�D�Q���(�D�U�O

�˜�:�L�W�K���J�U�D�W�L�W�X�G�H���W�R���P�\���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�����F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���Z�K�R���Z�H�Q�W���G�R�Z�Q���P�D�Q�\���˜�G�L�U�W�\���U�R�D�G�V�™���Z�K�L�O�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
rubbings. 

�7�K�D�Q�N�V���D�O�V�R���W�R���%�D�R�E�D�E���3�U�H�V�V���D�Q�G���7�K�H���1�H�Y�D�G�D���$�U�W�V���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���I�R�U���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�V�W�L�F���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���L�P�D�J�H�V����

�)�L�Q�D�O�O�\�����W�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���W�K�H���O�R�Q�H�O�\���V�K�H�H�S�K�H�U�G�H�U�V���Z�K�R���F�D�U�Y�H�G���D���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���O�H�J�D�F�\���R�Q���W�K�H���$�V�S�H�Q���7�U�H�H�V���™
���-�H�D�Q���(�D�U�O





�$�U�W�V���D�Q�G���&�X�O�W�X�U�H���(�O���'�R�U�D�G�R���ž���&�R�Q�Ô�G�H�Q�F�H���)�L�U�H�K�R�X�V�H���*�D�O�O�H�U�\
�����������������0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W�����3�O�D�F�H�U�Y�L�O�O�H�����&�$������������

�������������������������������_���$�U�W�V�$�Q�G�&�X�O�W�X�U�H�(�O�'�R�U�D�G�R���R�U�J

�0�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���U�X�E�E�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�R�Q���F�R�P�H���I�U�R�P��
�I�R�X�U���J�D�O�O�H�U�L�H�V���L�Q���J�U�R�Y�H�V���Q�H�D�U���/�D�N�H���7�D�K�R�H����

�*�H�Q�R�D���3�H�D�N�����3�R�O�H���&�U�H�H�N�����D�Q�G���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q��
�D�U�H���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���V�W�H�Z�D�U�G�V�K�L�S���R�I���W�K�H���8���6�����)�R�U�H�V�W��
�6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����*�O�H�Q�V�K�L�U�H���R�Q���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���Z�L�W�K���Q�R�� 
public access.


