


Arts and Culture El Dorado plans re-purpose two beautiful civic treasures on Main Street in downtown 

Placerville (Confidence Hall and Emigrant Jane) as cultural spaces for arts and performance, community 
resources, educational space, and many other possibilities that serve our community – both residents and 
visitors alike – while retaining their historic character, so important to Main Street and the history  
of Placerville.

ElEmEnts of ProjEct:
Exhibition Gallery
Performance Space
Community Flex Space
Artist Studio Apartments
Arts and Culture El Dorado Offices 
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•

our PrioritiEs:
Preservation of historic elements of the 
buildings.
A vibrant presence to enhance Downtown and 
serve the Placerville community.
Sustainability in implementation, operations 
and maintenance.

•

•

•

Background of ProjEct:
In April 2017, Arts and Culture completed a Cultural Master Plan for El Dorado County. This plan contained 
22 recommendations and proposed partnerships, resulting from an 18-month process that included review of 
25 reports, maps, plans and other foundational documents, over 100 interviews, and extensive research into 
the cultural assets in El Dorado County. One recommendation from the Cultural Master Plan was to consider 
a potential Cultural District for downtown Placerville, and feasibility studies were undertaken.

The plans and operating program were developed after extensive architectural review, including structural, 
mechanical, plumbing and fire suppression, electrical, and site design.

cost:
Total projected costs are approximately $3.6 million, raised by Arts and Culture El Dorado from institutional 
and individual funders. Capital campaign timeline is projected to be two years, with the build timeframe at 
about one year.

lEarn morE:
Visit ArtsAndCultureElDorado.org/old-city-hall-renovation-project 

for more details about the progress of our project.

Art installations

Temporary “pop-up” arts projects
Student works

Play and poetry readings
Film screenings
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Book signings
Workshops, conferences, lectures
Performances
Live music
Other cultural activities
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thEsE Buildings will crEatE a dEdicatEd sPacE for ProjEcts such as...

confidEncE hall and Emigrant janE 

rEnoVation ProjEct



The ground floor of Confidence will become 
a dedicated gallery and performance space. 
A rotating exhibition series will celebrate the 
unique culture of El Dorado County. The 
space will also house small performances, 
music events, and other community activities 
designed to enliven Downtown Placerville. 
The ground floor of Emigrant Jane will serve 
as offices for Arts and Culture El Dorado.

An Arts Flex Space will serve the cultural 
community and also other nonprofits and 
community groups. Activities will include 
workshops, classes, meetings, auditions, 
readings, book clubs, and many other possibilities.

The second floors of Confidence and Jane will 
become artist studio apartments. The rent from 
these apartments will create a revenue stream for 
building maintenance.

stagEs of rEnoVation

Before we can begin work on the inside of the buildings, several steps must be taken to ensure the beautiful 
outsides remain intact and are kept safe and sturdy.

Asbestos abatement
Scaffolding set-up
Shoring and reinforcement  
of the south-facing wall

•

•

•

Temporary wall set up in 
gallery space 
Painting and general  
touch-up.

•

•

currEntly confidEncE hall is undErgoing:



history of Buildings

confidEncE hall

In 1857, a group of volunteers solicited the funds to purchase a used fire engine from Sacramento’s Engine 
Company No. 1. Finding it impossible to remove its deeply engraved title, “Confidence Engine No. 1”, the 
Mountaineer Engine Company was renamed to match the new engine, and the new Firehouse was erected 
in 1860. In 1906, the city of Placerville established the first public library in El Dorado County, which took up 
residence on the upper floor of Confidence Hall until it was relocated in 1947.

Emigrant janE stuart Building

As the story is told, Emigrant Jane Stuart single-handedly drove a herd of horses from the Midwest and 
arrived in Placerville in mid-1860. She sold the herd and used the proceeds to buy the parcel of land next to 
the Firehouse, where she built a two-story building in 1862.

Placerville City Hall occupied the buildings from 1902 to 2005.

Arts and Culture El Dorado’s mission to promote, connect, and empower arts and culture throughout the 
county is achieved by targeted programs and services, a vibrant gallery exhibition series, and a focus on 

initiatives which support and sustain the cultural life of the region.

mailing addrEss:
P.O Box 2400

Placerville, CA 95667

officE addrEss: 
489 Main Street

Placerville, CA 95667

aBout us

Website: ArtsAndCultureElDorado.org  Phone: (530) 295-3496 


